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May 10,2001 

VIACOURIER 

Jeff S. Jordan 
Supervisory Attorney 
Federal Election Commission 
999 E Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20463 

2550 M Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20037-1350 
202-457-6000 

~ 

Facsimile 202-457-631 5 

www.patton boggs.com 

Re: MUR5197 
1997 Republican Senate-House Dinner Committee and 
Trudy Matthes Barksdale, as Treasurer 

Benjamin L. Ginsberg 

bginsberg@pattonboggs.com 
202-457-6405 

DearMr. Jordan: 

This responds to the April 23,2001 letter from the Federal Election Commission 
("Commission") notifying the 1997 Republican Senate-House Dinner Committee and Trudy 
Matthes Barksdale, as treasurer (collectively ''Dinner Cofnmittee"), of the complaint filed against 
it by the National Taxpayers Union ('"TU'') in the above referenced Matter Under Review 
("MUR"). The complaint was received on April 26,2001. The Statement of Designation of 
Counsel form is attached. (See attachment 1.) For the reasons set forth below, there is no basis 
in law or fact supporting the complaint and the Commission should dismiss it as applied to the 
Dinner Committee. 

The Dinner Committee terminated on March 19,1999. attachment 2.) It was a joint 
fundraising committee established pursuant to 11 C.F.R. S 102.17 by the National Republican 
Senatorial Committee ("NRSC") and the National Republican Congressional Committee 
("NRCC"). As such, the Dinner Committee established accounts to receive contributions for the 
NRSC and "RE before transferring all proceeds, minus expenses, to the participating 
Committees. The Dinner Committee also established several non-federal accounts in accordance 
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with 11 C.F.R. S 102.17,k,(3), including a building; func( account. See also 2 S.C. ‘ . _ .  - 
431(8)(B)(viii) & 431(9)(B)(viii); 11 C.F.R. S 114.i(a)(2)(ix). During the Dinner Committee’s 
existence, no questions or allegations were raised by the Commission or any other third party 
concerning the legality of any donation to the Dinner Committee’s building fund account. 

The Dinner Committee no longer exists. Accordingly, the Commission should dismiss 
the complaint as applied to the Dinner Committee. 

The donation from Fannie Mae was deposited into the Dinner Committee’s building fund account. (See 
attachment 3.) The donation was not deposited into any account used to fmance any election activity. The 
proceeds from the Dinner Committee’s building fund account were disbursed to the NRSC and NRCC’s building 
fund accounts. (See id.) These donations were not used by the Dinner Committee in connection with any , 

election at the federal, state or local level. Therefore, the Dinner Committee complied with the building fund 
donation, disbursement and reporting requirements under the Act and Commission regulations. 
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STATEMENT OF DESIGNATION OF 
COUNSEL 

5197. . MUR . 

Benjamin Ginsberg/Bill McGinley' , 

. .  

. .NAME OF COUNSEL: 

. 2550'M Street, NW 
. ADDRESS: 

Washington, DC . .  20037' , 

202' 457-6315'. 
, FAX:( ) 

The above-named individual is hereby designated as my counsel 
and is authorized to receive any notifications and other communications 
from the Commission and to act on my behalf before the Commission. 

8 f#;[ 

05/01/01 

Trudy Matthes' Barksdale, ' Treasurer' 
1997'Republican Senate-Hous@.binner' RESPONDENT'S NAME: 

.7285. Swan Point' Way 
. ADDRESS: . 

. .  

Golumbia, Maryland : 21045. 

$ . 'TELEPHONE: HOME( 301' ' 1 _596-7086 
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Any informtian wpied from such lleporta or Stetamrite m y  not bo aotd or wad bu any pirear for tho purpow of 
soliciting oartrikim OF for sPmrrercia1 plrpPw, othcr than using &he rum m d  d r e s s  of my pol i t lco l  
currnlttw ts  s a l f d t  aenxrlbut1ans frun smh e r i  t te .  

http://herndon5. sdrdc. com/cgi-bin/fecimgif/O/C00326686/9703 2263 66519703 226347 8/3/65 824.: 5/7/0 1 
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