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•.'. We have your letter of August 4, 1976, stating that you
f^still need answers to'several of the questions raised in your

letters of December 17 and 26, 1975, and February 27, 1976.

.>:.; We regret the delay in answering your inquiry, but,
^•subsequent to the Supreme Court's decision in'suckley v.
AValeo, 424 U.S. 1 (1976), the Commission was required to
suspend the issuance of advisory opinions until after the
date of its reconstitution. Moreover, 2 U.S.C. S437f, as

.amended by the Federal Election Campaign Ac- Amendments of
1976, now requires the Commission to forrr.ulaie its rules of
general applicability by proposing fcrr.al rsrelations,
rather than by thtt advisory opinion process. The proposed
regulations w&re submitted to Congress on August 3, 1976.

Your letter of February 27, 1976, asks whether the use -
...of stationery with a corporate letterhead, as well as cor-
porate f'-cilities and personnel to prepare arid send fundraising
letters or. behalf of a Federal candidate which arc under that
letterhead and cicjrsd bv a corporate officer/ vzoulcS violate
'/. U.S.C. 5-'«41b (formerly 13 U.S.C. 5610). Generally, it
i^ ur.la-.-ful for "any corporation whatever" to F,-:i!-:a a con-
trihv.tic:* cr fr.pfcr.ir/zufi:, or for any cftHdiufetg to accept or
r-.-. ivc- ••-•• "in cc-.r.'̂ ti:̂ . with11 r.;Vv- Fo:I-?rol Pil'.-cl-ion.

i ..'..• r'ij?:. ; •.;/. ....L, ..1. Li-.'.«.;. ..,'o;'i, loa::, fcciVt-ficy, aL̂ .CJ.TJ.t, or
... gj ft of r.̂ i•.*.•;>, or any services, or anything of value . . . to

any c;i:.:i.L 1* -c^ ... in connection with any [Fedc-ral]
•:..! ;-v;̂ .Uj.i . . .." 2 u.G.C. j441b. Thus, th^ u::e ol corporate
stationery, fczcilitios, ar.d personnel in connection with the
tv;c- of fyr,.'":rj\si/.c- activity your letter cleccribc.'j would bo

:•'.:" .;: I-- 1.' r, :;j;c»-:.'! rculat io/ .s ::f. Lo tha
." of . <
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certain corporate facilities by stockholders or employees
for individual volunteer activity connected with a Federal
election, see §114.9 (copy enclosed).

In your letter of December 26, 1976, you ask whether your
use of the facilities of the Vassalboro Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment for campaign purposes without paying fair rental value
would violate the provisions of 2 U.S.C. §441b. You state
that the facilities are owned by a corporate entity. You
further ask whether the fact that you have rendered past
services to the Department as a volunteer may be counted as
consideration for the use of the facilities so as to avoid
the occurrence of a corporate contribution. The free use of
the fire department's facilities as outlined above would
appear to violate §441b which does not permit your volunteer
services to be regarded as reimbursement for the fair rental
value of the firehouse facilities. However, under §114.12
of the Commission's proposed regulations, meeting rooms on
corporate premises may under certain conditions be made
available to political committees or cancid=-es. A copy of
tr.e cited language is enclose:: for your ir.icrr.atior..

Your letter of December 17, 1975, raises several questions
concerning your personal legal services in advising a corpora-
tion de.siring to establish a political action ccmittee which
ir.ight subsequently make a contribution to your campaign.
There appears to be nothing ir.rropsr about tr.is activity as
long as the legal fee is the norir.al and usual fee for such
services. Any amount in excess of the normal and usual fee
would be regarded as a contribution which, if made by the
corporation, would be prohibited by 2 U.S.C. §441b. The
feet that you rendered legal services in connection with the
creation of the political action ccrrittee would not bar the
cor-.r.ittee from na'-.lr.s r.r. otherwise propsr contribution to
your campaign.

The issue of whether.the political action committee,
which receives a $1,000 contribution from one of the
sponsoring corporation's officers or employees who has
already given a direct $1,000 contribution to your principal
campaign committee, may make its own contribution to your
carr.paicjn committee is directly -answered by §110. l(h) of the
proposed regulations, copy enclosed.
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You ask for suggestions as to how supervisory personnel
nay avoid soliciting subordinate enployeos for contribution.-,
to t'n£ corporate political action coftnittee. The Federal
Slsction Campaign Act Aaer.dniants of 1976, as veil as the
Cop-Tiission's proposed regulations to ir.-plencnt 2 U.S.C.
$4 Alb, have significantly and substantially revised this and

,..-, other holdings in Advisory Opinion 1975-23. Under the language
- of 2 U.S.C.' §441b,' and the proposed regulations,' subordinate
: • executive and administrative personnel may be solicited by '
• their superiors for voluntary contributions to the separate
segregated fund. of the corporation, note that the class
of individuals who may be generally solicited by the corpora-
tion no longer includes all employees r but is restricted to11 executive and administrative personnel" «nd stockholders.
2 U.S.C. §?4ib(b). Sec also Part 114 of the proposed -=r-.
rocjulationi: (copy enclosed) which \7ill impleiaent S441b, and
ir. particular S114.5. 7ho awarding of r. bonus to reimburse
an executive for a contribution is prohibited unc'sr §114. 5 (b>-
(i) of the proposed regulations. Section' 114.3 of the proposed
r?.guia'io:i3 ?r:s :o:-:th e::.a:
cC'.T.Tiur.icatior.s that a corporation may dirac- to its executive
ci-ci c-x'iip.inistrative personnel ami to ntockhalders. Sea 2 U.S.C.
I'-^lb.tb) (2) (?O.

in viev of ths circunstancsr. it ap^-irs thai no fur̂ c:
r3??O£is£ to your Istters is r.&e'Isil. As r.-j'r.-aJI 7-ra••/iouslyf"t!
proposed reijulations vjarcj subr,it.t;».cl to t'no Ccn^rass on
.\U7U3t 3, 1976, but 'nay be* prescribed hy the Corcii^pion in
jf * î  *fô ~̂  onlv af t**\r u"*'«i:i •"•vj'̂ izr.̂ .**.̂ c.*. ô  ''r./irf L*'t*' "!^jrr* -fi "̂ "'vcs
'.»!il •".* / — V»il."i uii3 Clci w«i L*'̂  >-'Il-.'/ ->.» l̂" '•••*••. j— itl •£»•»» "•iCn!T.".̂ l '~l.i Oc:.;DO.1TO"7;

f:?.il'". 5T th»2 HOU3C O *> T: *: r* Ths

Sine3rely your..:,


