P-ess Othce
939 £ Sreer N Wash nglon DC 20463
Phone Locat 202-219-4155 Toli Free 800-424-9530

 5_

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT:

MARCH 17, 1994 SHARON SNYDER

KELLY HUFF

FEC’S McDONALD RENEWS REQUEST POR FY 95 BUDGET
—~Reiterates PEC’s need for increased funds and staff-

FY 1995 budget reque
"exploding workload".
capabilities and
activity for the

"Given the key role the Commission plays in the campaign finance
arena, I believe the FEC has an extremely strong case for our full request
of $31.8 million and 347 staff," McDonald said. "at a minimum, we need
full funding for the 320 staff authorized for FY 1994."

The FEC annually submit
to Congress. This Year, the
OMB’'s and the agency’'s staffi
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the basic needs of the agency. In fact, he said the oM
significantly less than FY 94 levels.
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"The number of enforcement matters we feze continues to grow faster
than we can handle them," said McbDonald. "We recently closed 137
enforcement cases, partially because of a lack % staff. oOur caseload,
however, continues to explode." McDonald added that the Commission can

audit only 20% of the approximately 100 committees meeting the "for cause"
review standard because of a lack of audit staff.
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Given the potential for the 1994 workload, which has already
exceeded what was seen in 1991, McDonald said that increasing workload

volumes could endanger the timely processing and release of campaign
finance information.

"More candidates and more spending means more demands on the pgc,"
he said. "Therefore," McDonald emphasized, "we must at least be able to

continue staffing levels at 320 full time personnel, the amount authorized
for FY 1994."

oversight and appr
These include staff, hardware, software and other support costs to
implement electronic filings for some committees. The Commission has also

sought to upgrade the agency’'s existing ADP system with more modern, more
cost-effective technology.

If Congress authorizes the lower OMB budget and staffing fiqures,
McDonald asked that the FEC be given discretion as to how to manage the
lesser amount. Specifically, he explained that if the Commission received
less than the $31.8 million requested, it would not be able to invest $4
million for an electronic filing program and other ADP enhancementsg
without serious long-term effects in other areas of the Commission’s work.

The FEC has also requested funds for specific audit and enforcement
programs. The agency needs to replace Gao staff formerly lent to the

Commission for presidential election cycles, as they will be unavailable
for 1996. A more comprehensive audit program is needed for
non-Presidential candidates, PAC’s and political party committees,

as well
as a program for enforcing the $25,000 annual contribution limit,

the funding level will dictate
our ability to handle the huge workload generated by the 1994 elections
and the upcoming 1996 presidential election."
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