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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: FRED ‘EILAND,
JuLy 3, 1991 SHARON SNYDER.-
SCOTT MOXLEY:

IF THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION WERE HELD IN 1991...

WASHINGTON -- If the presidential election were held in 1991, the
i i calculates that each primary contender
would be able to spend almost $32 million seeking his or her party’'s

nomination. Party nominees would be able to spend $53 million in the
general election.

The FEC releases figures one year in advance of the presidential
election year to meet the needs of campaigns in the early formative
stages. The figures are NOT the final word in spending for the 1992
presidential race. Oofficial spending computations will not be ’
available until early 1992, since they must be updated for changes.‘in
state voting age populations and cost-of-living adjustments.

The FEC figures include overall spending limits and limits for
spending in each state. They apply only to those campaigns choosing to
accept federal funds. Campaigns which opt to forego federal funding
may spend unlimited amounts of money. -

The overall "base” spending limit for presidential primary ;.-
campaigns is $10 million, plus a cost-of-living adjustment “(over:19-
At this time, the "base" spending 1imit is $26,500,000. "An-exemption

for 20% of a campaign’s fundraising expenses effectively raise;

amount primary contenders may spend in the pre—conventionipeﬁio,%p
$31,800,000. Candidates may spend unlimited amounts for certain ‘legal
and accounting costs.

State spending limits are keyed to the voting age population of
each state, (VAP), with a minimum of at least $200,000, plus a )
cost-of-living adjustment for those states with a low VAP. The formula
for setting state limits is 16¢ x VAP + cost of living. A less
populated state, such as New Hampshire, would have a limit of $200,000,
plus cost-of-living, or $530,000. A larger state, such as california,

would have a limit of 16¢ x 22,009,296 (VAP), plus cost-of-living, or
$9,331,941.50.

The two major party nominees will be given at least $53 million
each for the general election campaign. candidates opting for general
election funding have a spending 1imit of $20 million, plus a
cost-of-living adjustment, (over 1974). They receive all of their
funds from the U.S. Treasury and may not raise private contributions
for the campaign, other than for legal and accounting costs, which are
not subject to the spending limit.
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DISTRICT OF ‘COLUMBIA
FLORIDA
GEORGIA.
HAWAII

IDAHO
ILLINOIS
INDIANA

10WA

KANSAS
KENTUCKY
LOUISIANA
MAINE
MARYLAND.
MASSACHUSETTS
MICHIGAN

~HINNESOTA

HISSISSIPPI
MISSOURI
HONTANA

<NEBRASKA

NEW: nsxxco

NORTH CAROLINA
NORTH - DAKDTA

‘OHIO

OKLAHOMA
OREGON
PENNSYLVANIA
RHODE ‘ISLAND
SOUTH CAROLINA
SOUTH DAKOTA
TENNESSEE
TEXAS

UTAH

VERMONT
VIRGINIA
WASHINGTON
WEST VIRGINIA
WISCONSIN
WYOMING

U.S. TERRITORIES: At this time, the FEC has no VAP figures for
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American Samoa, Guam, Puerto Rico, or the Virgin Islands.
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