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FEC REPORTS ON FINANCES OF NATIONAL POLITICAL PARTY COMMITTEES

VASHINGTON —— Through the first 15 months of the 1989f90;e1ection\¢§c1e>the three
national committees of the Republican Party raised almost $113 million, spent
approximately $100 million, and had cash reserves of over $19 million, according to a
report released today by the Federal Election Commission.

By contrast, the three Democratic national committees raised and spent just
over $24 million, leaving almost $6 million on hand for the start of the second
quarter.

These figures in overall fundraising and spending put the Republican lead at
more than four-to-one. However, in direct support for federal candidates (either
contributions or co-ordinated expenditures) the two parties are approximately equal,
with Republicans contributing and spending $1,177,219; the Democrats, $940,103. Most
of this activity relates to the 10 special elections held thus far in 1989-90. The
national Republican committees have also given $1.1 million to state and local party
groups - more than double what the national Democratic committees have given.

Both parties had debts of less than $2 million.

Despite their continuing lead over the Democrats, the Republican party has
yet to attain the level of fundraising achieved in 1984, and still lags behind its
19086 levels. The party surpassed its 1987-88 activity, particularly in the area of
PAC contributions, which increased by more than 100X as a source of revenue.

The only national Democratic Committee to increase its activity was the
Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee. The activity of both the Democratic
National Committee and the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee remained below
both ’86 and '88 levels. The cash position of the three national committees in
relation to debts oved improved over previous 15-month figures. In prior election
cycles, debts have equalled or nearly equalled cash-on-hand. As of March 31, 1990,
the committees had $5.8 million cash-on-hand, with $1.7 million debt. Only the DCCC
failed to significantly reduce its more than $1 million debt since year’s end.

The statistical tables and illustrative graphs on the following pages provide
a comparison of party activity at the national level for 15-month periods of the
1985-86, 1987-88, and 1989-90 election cycles.
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