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i 990 E Streat, N.W., Wathington, D.C. 20483
"Phone: Local 3783155 Toll Fres 0004!4-95?’-_,

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: _ CONTACT: FRED EILAND
JANUARY 17, 1990 - SHARON SNYDER
S SCOTT MOXLEY

DECREASE :uﬂnlczs'rnxn PACS REPORTED BY FEC
’ .
WASHINGTON —- Political action committse registrations took the
sharpest drop of the decade pushing PAC numbers to their lowest

point in more than two years, according to a rederal Election
Commission survey taken at the end of 1589. -

As of December 31, 1989, the 4,178 federally registered PACs
represented declines of 56 committees since aid-1989 and 90 - .
committees since PAC registration peaked in December 1988. PACs,
which are not candidate or party committees, must register and
report to the FEC when their financial activity exceeds $1,000
during a calendar year. .

Two distinct patterns emerge from an analysis of the number of
PACs in existence during the 1980’s. From December 1979, through
1984, registered PACs more than doubled, increasing by 2,009
committees. However, during the last five-year peciod, 1984-1989,
:hcre was a net gain of 169 committess, only a four percent
ncrease.

The largest category of PACs continues to be corporate (1,796)
followed by non-connected (1,060), trade/menbership/health (777),
labor (349), corporation without stock (137), and cooperative (59).
Dramatic increases in the registration of corporate and
non-connected committees fueled the overall rise in PACs during the
decade. However, although all types of PACs increased during the
1980's, the greatest proporticnal increases were in non-connected
{329%), corporation without stock (348%), and cooperative (241%).

A caution - this release concerns only a count of federally
registered PACs. Registration does not necessarily imply £financial
activity. Pror information on PAC financial activity see FEC Press
Release, Oct. 31, 1989.
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1975, the Camission issusd Adviscey SIONC®.

1976, the President signed the Federal Election Caspaign Act Amgndments of 1976, P.

L. 94-283.

< 1974-1976, these numbers repcesant all other political committees...o turther categocization s svailable.
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