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FEC VISITS SOVIET UNION

WASHINGTON -- A l2-member delegation from the Federal Election
Commission is visiting the Soviet Union this week at the invitation of
its Soviet counterpart, the Central Electoral Commission for Election

of People's Deputies of the USSR.
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The invitation, issued through Soviet Ambassador Eo the U.S. Yuri
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v. DuBinin, is to help "facilitate greater understanding of both

political systems by reviewing the results of the recent Soviet
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election, within the context of that country's overall electoral
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process and procedures," FEC Chairman Danny L. McDonald said.

The trip is being made at no cost to the United States.

In an exchange of letters between Mr. McDonald and Mr. Dubinin,
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an invitation was extended by the FEC to host the Central Electoral
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Commission for Election of People's Deputies. of the USSR in a visit to
the United States during the 1990 elections.
Chairman McDonald, in accepting the invitation for the FEC, wrote

Mr. Dubinin:
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"To better understand ‘the polltlcal system and the electoral
process, we believe 1t is essent1al to meet with both successful and
unsuccessful candidates. In addltlon,v e hope to meet with the
Supreme Soviet while in Moscow. In ﬁaft, our discussions will be
aimed at the candidate'e or officiel's perspective about what occurred
during the recent elections and their views and attitudes concerning
changes for the future."

Chairman McDonald said the FEC will meet with the Central
Election Commission in Moscow and the local officials in Lenihgrad and
Kiev. "The request that we participate in this historic process
represents a remarkable degree of openness. We want to respond fully,
sharing our experiences and extending whatever support we can to the
ongoing democratization" in the Soviet Union, he said.

In a memorandum announcing the trip to Commission staff, the
Chairman said, "The request that we participate in this historic
process imparts considerable esteem on the Federal Election Commission
and the entire staff."”

In addition to the Chairman, the delegation will include Vice
Chairman Lee Ann Elliott, Commissioners Joan D. Aikens, Thomas J.
Josefiak, John Warren McGarry and Scott E. Thomas, Staff Director John
Surina, General Counsel Lawrence M. Noble, Executive Assistants
Frances H. Glendening and Robert A. Dahl, Assistant Staff Directors
Penelope Bonsall and Louise D. Wides.

They will return to the United States on June 14.
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