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'PEC. DETAILS P! g7 BUDGET R!QUEST
‘j TO SENAIE APPROPRIAEIONB ‘COMMITTEE

. WASBINGTON--Noting thaé"thi- 1: a wacetlhed period’ for. the’
,."rede:al zlect:lon Co-inion,' John- m:ren McGarry, Vice Chei:nn
) l of the rzc, t:oday told ne-be:s ot a subconittee of the Sunte«~
"‘CO-i.ttee ‘on Appropriations that Canrenional action. during the
hext few nonths will detetnine ‘whether "we will...be. able to
continue our unequaled record of public service, or we vnl see.
‘.~nuch of the ptogress made over the past decade revetsed.

i

COminioner HcGarry, present!ng teltinony as Chairnn of
. :che Agency 8 Finance Coxmittee, was acconpanied by PEC Chairnan
Joah .D. Aikens and Commissioner Thomas J. Josefiak, Vice Chairman

o~ of .the Finance Committee.
T . o . The FEC reported that disbursements in connection with the
e e 1984 electxons exceeded. $1,265 billion, including- $218 8 million
™ i ) spent by Presidential candidates. That represents a one-third
Y . ,inctease from both the 1980 and 1982 elections. FEC experience
. ' o is that Céngressidnal elections following a Presidential Qear
= have cost as much as the prior Congressional and Presidential
- contests combined.
(] "If that pattern holds true,” Commissioner McGarry
explained, "1986 campaign finance activity will approximate that
«© of 1984." He predicted that "total spending will surely be
c astronomical® in 1988, when both major parties' Presidential
nominations may be contested by 20 or more publicly-funded
™~ candidates.
oz

Additional informational calls and press inquiries, more
pages of reports, more Presidential certifications and more work
for every division will result from this projected increase in
financial activity, according to the FEC.

"Beyond sheer quantity of information provided to the
Commission, many of the issues presented through advisory opinion

requests, enforcement matters and audits have grown more complex

-more=-




Lin. natute. requiring greecer oxpenditu:es of time and: e
:‘lteff, the Comnissione:l, and the concexned political
Q‘counittees,' Hr. HcGa:ry testitied. '

both our diaclosure and outrelch programs-—up to this pointltnat
1:,' he said. ; :

its budget teduced this yenr by $535,000 under the Balanced
Budget and Deficit. Reduction Act on top of an earlier cut of )
$323, coo for a proposed government-wide salary cut that’ never
materialized. “

"While the combined dollar amount is not significant by
overall Government standards,' the Commissioner pointed out that
"this reduction proved to be extremely disruptive to a- small,
personnel-intensive agency such as ours.”

In addressing the Balanced Budget required cuts in the. PEC'
computerized campaign finance data base, Mr. HcGa:ry said, ‘We
take great pride in our accomplishmerits which go beyond what is
mandated by law...Yet this. performance has obviously led to
expectations by some that such service must be continued even at
the cost of mandated activities, including enforcement and our
small Clearinghouse program, which has already been cut more than
90 percent from previous levels.”

He said the Commission was forced this year to react
promptly to unanticipated budget reductions. "We have done so in
the most responsible manner under the circumstances. It is
because we have done so muchk with so little in previous years
that we are being penalized heavily by budget cuts. Funding of
$12.8 million will give us limited flexibility to build on
progress to date. A budget of less than $12.8 million is an
alternative we hope not to face," Commissioner McGarry said.

- 30 -




	3242
	3243

