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-VIASBINGTON--'This is a watnrlhed pcriod\tot tho redcrll !lection

Commission," John Warren HcGa:ty, vice chai:lan of the rzc, said
today in testimony before thc Subconnittee on Blectionl of the

Committee on House Adlinittration.

“Depending on Congrelsional action taken over the next few
months, we will either be able to continue our'uncqualed record
of public service, or we willxacc much of the progress made over
the past decade feve:lcd,' he ii;ﬁ;d. ]

Commissioner McGarry, pzescnting festinony as Chairman ot

the Agency's Pinance COlnittce, vas joined by FEC Chairnan Joan

D. Aikens and Commissioner Thouapva. Josefiak, Vice Chai:-an of

-the Finance Committee.
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The FEC reported that disbursements in connection with the

O 1984 elections exceeded $1.265 billion, including $2i8.8 million
o spent by presidential candidates. That represents a one-third

| o increase from both the 1980 and the 1982 elections. FEC

| N experiencelis that Congressional elections following a

o Presidential year have cost as much as the prior Congressional

and Presidential contests combined.

"If that pattern holds true, 1986 campaign finance activity
will.approximate that of 1984," Commissioner §cGarty said. He
predicted that in 1988, when both major parties' presidential
nominations may be contested by 20 or more publicly-funded
candidates, "total spendinq will surely be astronomical."

This projected increase in financial activity has
implications for the Commission: more informational calls and
press inquiries; more pages of reports; more presidential
qertifications; more work for every division, the FEC reported.

*"Beyond sheer quantity of 1n£orm$tion provided to the
Commission, many of the issues presented through advisory opinion

requests, enforcement matters and audits have grown more complex
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Be explained the repercuaaiona to the !EC of having -its
budget reduced thla year by $535 ,000 under the Balanced Budget
and Deficit Reduction Act on top of an earlier cut of $323,000
for a. propoaed governnent-wide aalary cut that never
naterialized. ‘

'Nhile the conbined dollar amount is not significant by
overall Governnent atandarda, thia reduction proved to be

extremely disruptive to a alall, personnel-intensive agency such
as ours" Commissioner McGarry said.

In addressing the Balanced Budget required cuts in the FEC's
computerized campaign finance data base, Mr. McGarry said, "We
take great pride in our accomplishments which go beyond what is
mandated by law... Yet this performance has obviously led to
expectations by some that such service must be continued even at
the cost of mandated activities, including enforcement and our
small Clearinghouse program, which has already been cut more than
90 percent from previous levels."

He said the Commission was forced this year to react
promptly to unanticipated budget reductions. "We have done so in
the most responsible manner under the circumstances. It is
because we have done so much with so little in previous years
that we are being penalized heavily by budget cuts. Funding of
$12.8 million will give us limited flexibility to build on
progress to date. A budget of less than $12.8 million is an
alternative we hope not to face," Commissioner McGarry said.
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