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FEC TESTIFIES BEFORE

SENATE AND HOUSE COMMITTEES

ON FY '86 BUDGET REQUEST
WASHINGION—"In terms of the Federal budget, the Federal Election
Commission makes up around one one-thousandth of one percent. Humbling as
this reality may be, it does not diminish the critical role the Commission
plays in the American political process and the intense scrutiny to which
our actions are subjected by the press, the regulated community and the
Congress", Federal Election Commission Vice Chairman Joan D. Aikens said
today. She was testifying at House of Representatives Authorization and
Senate Appropriations hearings this morning and in the afternoocn.

Speaking in support of the FEC FY'86 budget request, she said the

base level necessary for "steady-state" maintenance of Commission

operations without disruption is $12,756,000, a figure we believe will
adequately fund the operations of the Commission through the 1986
election.

Commissioner Aikens said "the Commission strongly believes that we
must maintain the level and quality of services to candidates, political
comnittees and the public".

Joining her in testifying were Chairman John Warren McGarry, Staff
Director John Surina and General Counsel Charles Steele. The morning
hearing was by the Subcommittee on Elections of the House Administration
Ccmmittee. The afternoon hearing was by the Subcommittee on Treasury,
Postal Service and General Government of the Senate Appropriations
Committee.

Pointing out that the Federal Election Commission first cpened for
business 10 years ago, April 14, 1975, Ccmmissioner Aikens said the amount
of funds monitored through the five Congressional electicn cycles has
tripled. "We have administered the public funding program for three
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Presidential elections, assuring proper accountability for more than $300
million in public money", and the demand for information from the press
and public has grown explosively, she said.

"Despite dramatic increases in financial activity and disclosure
requests, the Commission has maintained both its staff and budget at a
relatively stable level", she testified.

Commissioner Aikens said the FEC request includes funds "to carry out
our responsibilities under the Voting Accessibility for the Elderly and
Handicapped Act.". That law requires chief state election officers to
report to the FEC on the accessibility or inaccessibility of polling and
registration places within the state with respect to each of the next five
two-year election cycles. Beginning in 1987, the Commission is to campile
the information and report to Congress by April 30 of each year following
an election. "The Commission views its obligations under the Handicapped
Access Act very seriously and intends to give it priority attention", she
told the hearings.

Although all data from the end of the year reports from candidates
and political committees active in the 1984 election has not been
computerized and verified, Commissioner Aikens' testimony included
preliminary data, some of which showed that during the two year cycle:

255 Senate candidates spent $170 million;

1,768 House candidates spent $204 million;

2,826 PACs reported contributions to 1984 candidates of $103 million;

PACs raised $284 million and spent $256 million, including
furdraising and administrative costs as well as contributions ard

expenditures;

107 PACS made $18.4 million in independent expenditures on behalf of
candidates;

3§ PACs made $2 million in independent expenditures against
candidates;

During 1984:
56,521 documents from candidates and committees were processed, and
all were microfilmed by the FEC and made available for public
inspection within 48 hours of receipt;

Scme 1.4 million pages of campaign finance materials were placed on
the public record;

59 Advisory Opinions were issued by the Commission;

160 compliance actions were opened through external camplaints, and
123 were internallv-generated. 189 cases were closed.
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