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FEC ISSUES PRESIDENTIAL
CAMPAIGN FINANCE SUMMARY --

UNVEILS NEW COMPUTER SYSTEM

WASHINGTON - September 21 - The Federal Election Commission today issued a consolidated
campaign finance report on Presidential candidates indicating that a total of $77,875,647
was reported as campaign expenditures by all Presidential candidates during the January

1975 - August 1976 primary and pre-nomination period.

The FEC report, aczompanied by a 126 page computer print-out, was released during
the public unveiling cf a new FEC computer system that will be used for consolidating and

analyzing federal campaign finance data.

The report indicated that Democratic candidates and their campaign committees reported
$42,408,755 in receipts and $42,806,339 in total expenditures, that Republican candidates
and their campaign committees reported $32,475,977 in receipts and $29,986,245 in total
expenditures, and that other candidates reported $660,632 in receipts and $772,288 in total
expenditures during the 20-month period. The report also indicated that the 15 candidates
receiving federal funds spent $52.1 million in net campaign expenditures subject to

limitation.

FEC Chairman Vernon W. Thomson said, "The new FEC computer system will for the
first time make available extensive summaries and analysis of federal campaign finances
prior to the November election. In the past, this kind of data has only been developed

long after the elections are over."

He said, "Our computerized data indicates that the FEC is monitoring and auditing
more than $100 million in connection with the primary and general elections of the
Presidential race alone. This new computer system will assist the FEC in its audit and
enforcement tasks. It will also be of invaluable assistance in aiding public disclosure."

"In addition to regularly providing comprehensive computer print-outs like the first
one issued today, we also have available a special computer terminal in our Public Records
Office which 1s available to the public and the press for selective inquiry of particular

information," Thomson said.

The finance summary released today on Presidential candidates is based on the

campaign finance reports as submitted by the candidates and their political committees.

Addestmonts hove mot beon o3 Dor cranslez: belwecn coniddiee waa cuudittees, loans and
loan repayments, unsettled campaign debts, or verification by FEC audit. The figures are
based on total figures as reported by the candidates and their committees, and should be
regarded as indicators of the total flow of money in a campaign, not necessarily as a net

campaign cost. .

In addition to today's first Presidential summary report, the FEC plans to release
at a later date, reports on the financial activity of multi-candidatghép@éiél?intere§t§“
groups, and of contributors to the Presidential campaigns. Reports on-Congressional -
campaigns and the Presidential general election will be issued 4n 1977..°% o A0
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