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THRESHOLD DETERMINATIONS
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WASHINGTON - DECEMBER 16 - The Pederal Election Commission today added three
Presidential candidates to the 1ist of candidates determined by the Commission to have
met the "20 state requirement"” to be eligible for federal matching funds in the Presij
dential primaries.

The Commission accepted FEC staff reports that Fred Harris, Morris Udall, and
George Wallace, have each "collected in excess of $5,000 in matchable contributions iﬁ
amounts of $250 or less in each of twenty states as required.”

This raised to nine the number of Présidentiai caniidates meeting the "20 state"
matching fund requirement. Candidates reaching this level earlier include Lloyd Bentsen,

Jimmy Carter, President Ford, Henry Jackson, Ronald Reagan, and Terry Sanford.

The FEC determination today does not constitute formal certification by the
Commission for eligibility for Pgderal matching funds. . v
After reaching the "20-state" requirement, candidates must take two additionai steps
prior to the Commission officially “establishing eligibility" and "certifying" the
candidates. .
—-~-(1) candidates must submit a statement in writing to the FEC certifying that they
will meet the requirements of the primary matching Act, such as record-keeping, submission

to audits, and adherence to spending 1imits. Bentsen, Carter, Ford, Sanford, and Wallace
have submitted this statement to tbe FEC. :

~—=-=(2) candidates must submit to the FEC all matchable contributions received from
every state from January 1 through October 31, 1975, which will make up the initial FEC
certification and Treasury Department payment. Bentsen, Ford, and Sanford have submitted
this data.

The Commission has scheduled Thursday, December 18, 1975 as its first session to
officially establish matching fund eligibility. Under the law, within 10 days after

establishing this candidate eligibility, the Commission must make its initial certification

to the Treasury Department of the matching funds to which such eligible candidates are
entitled. The Commission also has scheduled Tuesday, December 23 as the day to make the
initial certification for eligible candidates. -

' The Commission staff is still reviewing the contributions of six Presidential
candidates who have not been determined by the FEC to have met the 20-state requirement.
Those candidates, and the number of individusl etatee In which the Commieeinn hac
determined they have met the $5,000 per-state requirement, (as of December 15) are as
follows: Birch Bayh (7); Milton Shapp, (3); Sargent Shriver, (13).
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