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- FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
BEGINS RULEMAKING

WASHINGTON~-JUNE 2- The Feéeral Ele;tion Commission today
asked for public comment on various interpretatioﬁs of the new
federal campaign financing law.

In a formal "Notice of Proposed Rulemaking," the Commission
took the first step in preparing rules and regulations that
will govern all election campaigns for the Presidency, the U.S.
Senate and the U.S. House of Representatives.

FEC Chairman .Thomas B. Curtis said, “The Commission's goal
is to insure that the new federal campaign lawrtreats all persons
and organizations equally as we draft and enforce the rules .and
?egulations. The questions we have'pubiished today for public
comment will assist the Commission in drafting some of the
sections of the regulations that require the most immediate
aftention ," he said! .

The 1974 election law created the new commission to
supervise and enforce the new limits on contributions éo federal
campaigns, ceilings on federal candidate and political committee -
spending, and public financing for Presidential primary and

general elections.

Rules and Regulations prescribed by the Commission go
not go into effect until after a 30"legislative day'"period.

during which Congress may disapprove any rule or regulation.

Anmong the questions released by the Comnission today for
peblic _ommeni are che following:

- —-=--vhether a candidate unopposed in a primary can spend the
same amount during the primary period as candidates involved in

a primary fight;

---=whether "in-kind" services provided by a host city ‘for a
national party convention must be included 1n the national
convention expenditure limit; NP

-~--whether local and state political party committees
are required to register as. political. committees with the

Commnission;
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~--what procedures can be implemented to simplify reporting
so that local committees "will not require extensive backup
material or a professional staff;"

----whether hearings involving complaints filed with the
Comnission about a candidate or political committee should
be-open or closed -to the publiec.

~--~whether any interested individual should be able to
receive an"advisory opinion" from the Commission on specific
trausactions or activities, or whether the Commission should
limit the issuance of such binding opinions to the recipients
specifically enumerated in the law, (office-holders, candidates

and political committees);

~——-whether the Commission has the authority to issue rules
and regulations relating to sections involving Title 18, the
criminal code; )

----what procedures and regulations should be created
concerning "excess contributions" that the law permits an office-
holder to use "to defray any ordinary and necessary expenses"
of that officey;

--—what regulations should be imposed with respect to the
$i © .imitation for expenditures by any individual on behalf
of ..andidate but which are independent of that candidate or
the candidate's political committee;

~-—--what procedures should be utilized to certify a "new
party" that would become eligible for public financing for the
Presidential- election based on its percentage- of- the vote in the
election; '

———-how expenditures of multi-candidate committees should
be apportioned between different candidates;

~---how requests under the Freedom of Information Act should
be processed.
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